HOOK REVIEWS
Epidurals are strongly recommended for breech labour and delivery. This is a change of mind since the last edition and is supported by considerable evidence of benefit to the infant. He contends that the poor condition of infants born by assisted breech delivery may be due to a prolonged period in lithotomy with no attempt to prevent aorto-caval compression. Similarly, he suggests that the poor condition of the second twin may be partly explained by the same mechanism. It appears that the use of the Crawford wedge will spread from the Caesarean theatre to the labour ward.
The routine use of oral antacids again is advocated strongly in a section on general anaesthesia. "If an obstetric patient dies or is disabled as a result of acid aspiration and an appropriate regimen of antacid prophylaxis was not provided for her, the responsibility for her death must rest squarely with the anaesthetists in effective or nominal charge of the Department concerned" -strong material in the hands of a militant lawyer at an inquest.
Apart from purely anaesthetic topics, there are sections about various obstetrical conditions of which anaesthetists should have a sound working knowledge -pre-eclampsia and eclampsia, abnormal presentations, coagulopathies -and a whole chapter on neonatal resuscitation. This is an invaluable book for all anaesthetic trainees. It contains all l'he information that they require. In addition, each chapter is supplied with an impressive number of relevant and up-to-date references. One could criticise Crawford's laborious literary style and his penchant for long involved sentences, but in all other respects, this is the leading text on its subject. When the first edition of this monograph appeared in 1974 it was hailed as an outstanding contribution to the literature concerned with the management of chronic pain. There had been other publications in this field such as Bonica's classic, The Management of Pain. which concentrated on the techniques of pain relief, but few had emphasized the muIti-disciplinary approach to pain control which has been responSibLe for the great improvement in results obtained in this difficult area.
This second edition is an updating of the original, incorporating some expansion of the chapters on the Neurophysiological Basis of Pain (Carmon), Peripheral Nerve Blocks (Churcher) and Sympathetic Blocks (Challenger). There is a new comprehensive chapter by Long on the Relief of Pain by ElectricaL Stimulation. As with the first edition there is an impressive list of contributors including Merskey, Bonica, Foldes and the editor Swerdlow himself, to re-inforce the authority of the text.
Since the release of the first edition there has been a great increase of interest in the field of pain control characterized by the widespread establishment of Pain Clinics, which Swerdlow refers to as "medicine's new growth industry".
The demand for monographs of this type has increased accordingly and this new addition should prove even more popular than the first.
Relief of Intractable Palfl is highly recommended to those who are unfamiliar with the field of pain control, but who would like to develop some interest in that area. It is also an invaluable reference book, with extensive b;bliographies, for those actively involved in pain relief centres. It is somewhat less useful, however, to those seeking comprehensive descriptions of therapeutic techniques. This is because the overall emphasis of the text is on the principles involved in pain relief rather than the details of the procedures employed. Professor Wyant has written an outstanding book describing the manifold mishaps which have occurred to anaesthetists. It is very readable and should be compulsory reading for all practising anaesthetists. Only by reading a book like this can anaesthetists be alerted to the hazards inherent in their equipment and improve their chances of recognizing the hazardous situation when it arises.
The book considers misadventures relating to pipelines, the anaesthetic machine, the
